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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-11 IO-14 ISO-OO SNM-02 AID-20 IGA-02 

AGR-20 SCI-06 JUSE-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 DRC-01 /195 W 

086629 

PR 19105 1Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0748 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 2781 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUB J : US OPIUM POLICY 

REF: BANGKOK 2556 

1. IN LIGHT OF THE DECISION TO GO AHEAD WITH RESEARCH IN 
OPIUM POPPY STRAW PRODUCTION, WE NEED ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION IN ORDER TO PRESENT BEST POSSIBLE CASE TO THE THAI 
ON THE SUBJECT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANSWERS TO THESE 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS SOONEST: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 02781 191120Z 

A. HOW MUCH OPIUM DOES US USE FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES PER YEAR? 
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B. WHAT IS WORLD WIDE LEGITIMATE USE? 

C. WHAT IS PROJECTED RATE OF INCREASE OF A AND B ABOVE? 

D. HOW BIG IS U.S. STOCK PILE? 

E. WHAT SPECIFIC RULES GOVERN ITS USE? 

F. HOW MUCH HAS STOCK PILE BEEN DRAWN DOWN RECENTLY? 

G. WHAT IS SPECIFIC CAUSE OF PRESENT SHORTAGE? (DID 
TURKISH DECISION CONTRIBUTE TO IT?) 

H. HOW MANY ACRES WILL BE INVOLVED IN OUR RESEARCH AND TESTING? 

I. IF U.S. DOES NOT RPT NOT INTEND USE RESULTS OF ITS RE- 
SEARCH AND TESTING FOR U.S. PRODUCTION, WHAT COUNTRIES WILL 
WE LOOK TO FOR OUR SUPPLIES? 

J. HOW SOON DO WE EXPECT OUR RESEARCH WILL PRODUCE COMMERCIALLY 
USABLE RESULTS WHICH MIGHT ALLEVIATE US SHORTAGE? 

K. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE A BRIEF DESCRIPTIONOF THE 
MECHANICS OF OPIUM PRODUCTION FROM POPPY STRAW. 

KINTNER 
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